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UCEA Headquarters Update

UCEA 2012 Call For Proposals Now Available Online at
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UCEA Institutions may nominate a practicing educational administrator who has made
SIgnlflcant contributions to the 1mprovement of administrator preparatlon for the 16th
[ al EAUC. __@ | L.eader § D Award. De dlls can pe rouna neep: / /www.ucea. Or the-

g you the latest
d nation. Visit




RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Recent Reports

* The School Principal as Leader: Guiding Schools to Better Teaching and Learning

In a Wallace Foundation report published in January, they summarized ten years worth of research in
school leadership into a culminating report on the five key actions that determine the success of a
school leader. The successful principal’s function includes shaping a vision for success of all students;
creating a climate hospitable to education; cultivating leadership in others; improving instruction; and
managing people, data, and processes to foster school improvement.

http://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/school-leadership/effective-principal-leadership /Pages/The-
School-Principal-as-Leader-Guiding-Schools-to-Better-Teaching-and-Learning.aspx

* Review of Organizing Schools to Improve Student Achievement

This report looks at the cost/ benefit analysis of a three school wide reforms: 1) a later start to the day,
2) a K-8 configuration, and 3) increased specialization of teachers and subjects. They determined the

- effect size on test scores for each of these reforms and then compared them to the increase in cost.
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* On Policy, Student Achievement, States Pressing to Measure Up

A new report called Quality Counts ranks state education systems on several measures of policy
and performance that compose the framework for the report's State of the States analysis.
Education Week summarizes the results and provides links to the full report.

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/01/12/16s0s.h31.html?tkn=SUBFA8IUg8xGxukVxLkb9r7HW3ZppBIn
0201l&cmp=clp-ecseclips

Recent Headlines

* States should make better use of academic data, study says

Despite the push in every state to create extensive, accessible databases, schools are not using
that data in an effective manner. This oversight may be the result of a lack of knowledge in how
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FEDERAL POLICY

NCLB- 10 years later

* NCLB: Perspectives on the Law

Key figures in the world of k-12 schools offer up their perspective on the successes and failures
of NCLB as well as several key takeaways from the last 10 years of NCLB.

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/01/05/15nclb_perspectives.h31.html?tkn=XLTFjLB9deqCd53KQJhZB
[JaXX2wA]2bZ816&cmp=clp-edweek#hammond

* House ESEA Draft Would Rein in Federal Accountability Rules

In two draft bills released by the US House of Representatives, the role of the federal
government is 51gn1f1cantly scaled back. Thls plan represents the Republlcan point of view and
SOMm Obama's plan to restructure
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STATE POLICY

*12 for 2012

The nonpartisan research group Education Commission of the States released a list of the
twelve policy issues that they think will guide the educational policy debate in the upcoming
year. Visit their website to download the report.

http://www.ecs.org/

* Lawsuits Say States Fail to Meet K-12 Funding Duties

A number of states, including Texas, have entered into legal battles with their state legislators
in response to what they feel are insufficient efforts to support schools financially. The central
legal argument is that it is unconstitutional to not provide enough funding for districts to
educate all of their students. According to the school districts, the schools with higher levels of
disadvantaged students are the schools most in need of more money from the state budget and
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New Jersey

* Christie signs Urban Hope Act allowing nonprofit-run schools in

Camden, Newark and Trenton

The governor of New Jersey has recently passed legislation that will allow for non-profits
with experience in school reform to create four renaissance schools in each of the districts
deemed low performing. These districts are located in the major cities of Camden, Newark,
and Trenton in low-income areas where the schools have been failing for a long time. This
expansion of school choice is meant to provide new opportunity for the students.

http://www.newjerseynewsroom.com/state/christie-signs-urban-hope-act-allowing-nonprofit-run-schools-in-
camden-newark-and-trenton




RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES cont.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Happy New Year! Hopefully you are getting comfortably settled in for the Spring semester and are
probably asking yourself, “what’s been happening in higher education?” Well, we got you covered.
Take a minute to glaze over these latest “goings on” and see if there anything piques your interest.
Here’s a morsel to get you started; this article presents a collaborative effort of higher education
administrator and teacher’s unions who form an 18 member group called the “federal rule making
panel.” The topic on hand, how to ensure that teacher education programs offered in higher education
are in fact producing quality teachers for K-12,

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/01/23 /rule-making-teacher-preparation-programs-
questions-us-authority

And without further delay we, “release the Kraken!” Enjoy.

Standing up for teaching. Mitch Smith
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/01 /23 /johns-hopkins-aims-reform-early-science-
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RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES cont.

Free courses, elite colleges. Steven Kolowich
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/01/27 /company-unveils-line-
free-online-courses-elite-college-faculty

Udemy. Udacity. Are these words familiar to you? Well as the digital divide
decreases the electronic/internet age of communication is reluctantly
embraced and the paradigm of higher education continues to shift, they may
become more commonplace. Udemy is a newly created online service offering
free courses from selective schools such as Stanford, Colgate, Duke, and the
University of Virginia. Udacity is a recently launched service (the brainchild of
Stanford students) also providing free courses to online participants.
Professors are hunkering down and recording online tutorials and it is a matter
of time until we see how this “free” education takes off.

Top of the mountain. Paul Fein
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/12/21/community-college-
enrollment-growth-ends

A recent report shows that community college enrollment declined since the
fall of 2010. The question of “why” could be tricky to answer and dependent on
the State. The article discusses the community college outlook in California
where students were recently turned away due to an inability to provide
enough sections; the result of decreased state funding. The economy does not
appear to be on the brink of an upswing and unemployment, usually the main
ingredient for an uptick in college enrollment, looks to be consistent at least.
What will be future hold for enrollment and funding for 2-year colleges
(especially in light of initiatives such as the Lumina Big Goal for 2025)?

Letting go of lectures. Paul Fein
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2011/12/23 /montgomery-college-
follows-remedial-math-revolution

Take a moment to consider all of the seniors about to enter their first year of
college in the Fall. They still have to complete their senior year of high school
but some if not many, have already checked out; they are preparing to enter
college. Now consider the percentage of them who do not have the skills for
college, those who will need remediation. This 60% of community college
students is the focal point of this article that shines a light on an “emporium”
classroom style of teaching math. What is an emporium style? Imagine a room
full students dutifully using computers to work on math, with a cadre of
professors working the room offering help where needed. Not lecture style for
sure. Yes, there is a lot of front-end money involved (software, hardware,
multiple teachers) however teachers and students in this article claim the
emporium’s self-paced format is effective.



RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES cont.

A disrupted higher-ed system. Jeff Selingo
http://chronicle.com/blogs/next/2012/01/26/a-disrupted-higher-ed-system/

Speaking of the rising cost of higher education, the emporium paradigm of teaching—the oft-
labeled “broken” model of higher education—this article touches on disruptive innovation and
cost disease. The traditional lecture style of college instruction is like a security blanket for
many of the parents paying for school and students attending, it may not be the most effective
blanket but it sure is comfortable. Add the tuition and services fees along with the high
selectivity of the university and you have the scenario at many elite colleges that will not
change anytime soon. Efficient, no; expensive, yes (read cost disease or human capital and
market signaling). How can the higher education paradigm become more customer centered?
This article does not offer the solution but does provide example of innovative course delivery
along with a warning to traditional colleges—corning the market on students will last as long
as it takes to redefine accreditation.
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RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES cont.

Despite budget problems, states continue working on college readiness. Emma Roller
http://chronicle.com/article /Despite-Budget-Problems/130442/

To help better prepare their students for college 45 states including the District of Columbia,
have signed on to implement the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). CCSS presents
voluntary teaching criteria aimed at improving students’ college readiness through improved
verbal and math skills. The deputy superintendents of the 45 participating states were survey
and most of the respondents noted 2014 /15 as the target year to implement these standards.
Only slightly higher than 50% of the respondents planed to align the standards with
undergraduate admission requirements. The full report can be fount in the article.

Kill peer review or reform it? Scott Jaschik
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/01/06 /humanities-scholars-consider-role-peer-
review
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RELEVANT RESEARCH AND HEADLINES cont.

GRANTS AND FUNDING

Job:
Employment opportunities at PEN: Director of Research and Impact

http://publiceducation.org/employment-20110811 Director Rl.asp

Grant:

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE): College Assistance Migrant Program
(CAMP) CFDA Number 84.149A

http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=1S8STns]02VLbCQ1z7rLF9T2P3sKkB1L1
BhOMTQQd3jyTwrnl4YK!-62778654?0ppld=130213&mode=VIEW




